— cruelly and fyerſly anſ were b her. Falſe 
mpet dyſhoꝛdynate of as mocheas thou arte with 
. — reioyſe me/toz I am ſo _ 


ot i, zygouernement p I haue 

that dyflpyally — — — 0; 
ther than me. whan they ſalve that Þ Emperour wol⸗ 

de not retrayne hym noꝛ appele his Ire fo nothynge/ 

by acomyn accoꝛde they toke her and ledde her in to a 

chambe. And the moou amyably gat ev myght hel⸗ 

de her with woꝛdes in ſhewỹge vnto her her gre. e tau 
te/and the ſozowful lady was dyſoꝛned in the chambꝛe 
that hadde her face dyſteyned with bluode.Theladyes 
that were next her perlone bꝛought her fame water to 
. wallheher withall. And at that yor- — — her 
chambꝛe her ſquper named Blandymayn. And whan 
he ſaweher in ſuche eſtate/he wepte fox pyte/and ſayd 
vnto her. Ha madame Ie well that you are falſly bez, 
trayed. Jbeſechegod that curſedbe p perſone that ha⸗ 
the purchaſedyou this euyll. Foz god my ryght dere la⸗ 
dy take a lytellcomfozte vntb you. Andyf you Wyll by 
leue me I ſhalllede you in to Fraunce agayne towar- 
de thekynge Pepyn your bꝛoder / the whichegaue me 
vnto vou fo to ſerue pou in your neceſſytees / the whi⸗ 
che thynge J wolde do after my puyſſaũce. Byleue my 
counſayll and we ſhall retoꝛne in to Fraunce agayne./ 
Foz vou maye be ſure that the Emperoure ail make. 
vou dye ſhoꝛtiy with greteſhame and diſhonour. Then 
anſwered the doloꝛous lady. Ha Blandymain my fren 
de it ſholde beto me to ſhamefull and dyſhoneſt foꝛ to 
go in ſuche maner without other delyberacyon. And it 
myght be byteuedlyghtly that Emperour had goode 
caule/and that J were culpable of thedede. Wherfoze- 
Ualen. c — B. iii. 


I hadleuer deye an euyll dethe/than koꝛ to recouer bla 
me fo2 a thynge that J am innocent of / accuſed with 
out cauſe. After theſe thynges thus ſayd/p Emperour 
that was with the barons a lytell moderate and latyſ⸗ 
fyed of his Jre⸗he ſente foz his wyteBellyſſant/Þ whi 
che was bꝛought bekoze hymquyckely . Whanhe ſawe 
her his herte trembled foz ſozowe foz this that he durſt 
not put her to dethe /bycauſe of her bꝛoder kynge Pez 
pyn / and his puvſſat. ace. With tude woꝛdes he layd to 
her. Fulle ano curſed woman by the is myn honour vy 
turped Wherfoze were god that and it were not foz 
thy bꝛoders ſatze / che valyaunt kynge Pepyn / J holde 
make the to be bꝛente in a fyꝛe/vut toʒ his lake thy lyfe 
ſhall be pzolonged *t this pꝛelent tyme. Now J| do the 
to wyte that from this houre J banyſſhe the/# le 
the from my countree and Empyꝛe / in commaundyn⸗ 
ge the expꝛeſly that to moꝛowe thou departe out of this 
cyte/foz yt I ſe the ony moꝛe/thou ſhall neuer haue rel 
pyte tyll thou haue ſuffred dethe. And yet J commaũ⸗ 
de all them or my countre / that there be none ſo hardy 
of them to accõpany pou/oꝛ conueyeAaue alonely your 
ſquyer Blandymayn that vou bꝛought out of Fraunce 
with vou. Go where as you wyll goo at your auenture / 
fo: thou ſhall neuer ſlepe by my ſyde/noꝛ in my bedde⸗ 
Soone after the commaundement of the Emperoure 
that was ſhoꝛzte and lodayne / without ſoiourne oz dela. 
cyon-the Empꝛeſſe Bellyſſant/and her ſquyer Blandy 
mayn mounted on hozlbacke and came in to the Tyte. 
Where as was ſhedde ful many a tere/bothe of loꝛdes 
and ladyes/knyghtes/ and ſquyers / with all the comin 
people/5 whiche cryed and ſoꝛowed out of meſure / foꝛ 
they made ſuchelamentacyons that there was neuer 
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tene /noꝛ herde ſo pyteous a thynge. Euery body ranne 
vnto the gate /foꝛ to comaunde the good lady vnto god 
that by the falſe Archebyſſhoppe was ſo pytecully vas. 
nylſhed. And at the yſſue of the gate they made the pys 
tefulleſt crye euer was herde. Nowe gothe Blaudy⸗ 


mayn that conduyteth the ſozowfull lady Beliyſſant/ 


And hathe taken the way to go towarde the realme or 
Fraunce. whan the lady was oute of the walles of the 
cyte/and that ſhe ſawe herſelfein the keides pytcouſly 
aournedAyke a woman ſham / and dyſhonoured ſhe 
wayled bytterly.Fo2 the conlydered thelygnage/and Þ 
bloode ryall that the was yſſuedout of theryght byghe 
magnykycence imperyall that ſhe had ben put in. And 
after thought on the mylerable and doloꝛous foztune Þ 
was tozned vpon her lo ſodaynlyAhe ſayd. Alas alas 
wherfoze taryeth dethe that he wyll not come cc abzed- 
Naas A. /and fynilſhe my dolours and anguyſſhes / 

as J was bozne in an vnhappy houre foꝛ to 1 — 
che — foz to fall from ſo hye eſtate vnto ſuche 
pouerte / foz of all the vnhappyes J am the mooſt vn⸗ 
happyelt. Nowts al my ioyes tranimued in to dyſtres 
my laughynges chaunged in to wepynges / my longes 
conuerted in to ſyghes. In the ſtede of the clothe of gol⸗ 
de that J was wontefoz to were / J am as a woman 
publyke ful of iniuryes and vytupere cõmytted c aour 
ned. And of pzecyous ſtones or ineſtymable valour on 
all ſydes J muſt the remenaunt of my myſerable lyfe 
arouſe my veſture with bytter teeres / that ſhall make 
my lyfe and my dayes to fynyſſhe. O you paſtpzelles 
of ð feldes conſyder my grete dolours / and wepe myn 
exple. Now pleaſed it god and the vyꝛgyn Mary that 
J were deſcendedof as pooze eſtate as the pooꝛeſſ of 5 


* 
* 


—.— ſholde haue doloureto ſeme in ſu 
che pouerte. Alas wherfoze lyghteth me the lonne / and 
— rey — haue none 
e e daungerous founta dyſtreſſe oppꝛeſſe 
— — — — — 
to h wayle the pꝛotou 20 my pooꝛe herte 
endureth. O falle enupe and treaſon / Jought well foꝛ 
. tocurie the wich my herte-foz by the to daye J am the 
mooſt ſoꝛowfulleſt creature lyuynge vpon the erthe. 

my bꝛoder the kynge — hal ye bo with this 
pooꝛe dyſcomfoꝛted. Je were better foꝛ you that J had 
neuer ben bozne of my moder / oz that from the wombe 
of my moder J hadde ben put vnder the erthe. In ma 
kynge this alpꝛe complaynt the lady abode in a lwow⸗ 
ne vpon the hoꝛſbacke / ſhe was almooſt fallen dows 
neo: that Blandymayn myght come vnto her / then he 
dreſſed her vp and ſayd vnto her. Aas madame take 
vnto pou ſome comfoꝛte/and entre not ſo in to dyſpay 
re/haue ſtedtaſt truſte in god / foz euen ſoo as pou are 
innocente he ſhall kepe you and defende you alwayes/ 
Then he elpyed a — fayze fountayne/towarde the 
whichcheledde the lady. And alſo nere it as he myght 
be ſet her downe fox to repole her and refreſlſhe her. He 
re I wyll leue to ſpeke of them / and wyll ſpcke of the 
Archebyſſhop that perſeuered in his malyce dampna⸗ 
ble and dyabolpke. CLSESEESTESS9IS 


CHow the Archebyſſhop put hym inthe habyteof a 
nyght / and mounted on hozſbackefoz.to folowe Þ 


_ EmpeeſſeBellyſlant.þ * tif, 
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Han the op {awe that the lady was 

departed/he thought in hymſelfe that he wol⸗ 
Mdego after her /and that with her he wolde do 
his pleaſure.Helefte rochet and other veſture / and as 
irreguler and apoſtate/gyꝛde his werde aboute hym/ 
and mounted vpon a ſwyfte courler / and folowed faſt 
after /foꝛ he had one of the beſt courſers of all Conſtan 
tynoble. He rode ſafaſte that within ſhoꝛt tyme he had 
ryden a grete waye . And of all them that he mette he 
aſked tydynges of the noble lady Bellyſſant. And they 
ſhewed vnto hym the waye that ſhehelde. So longe ro 
de the falle traytour Archebylſhoppe that he entred in 


to a myghty gretefozeſt and a longe/he toke thehyghe 
waype and entoꝛced hym to ryde a paas. Hehad not ry⸗ 
den longe han he apperceyued the lady with Blandy 
t whiche were beſyde the fountayne where as 
che iſcended foz to refreſſhe her /and reſt her 
ſoꝛ mew was wery . — full of ſoꝛowe and doloure/ 
ſo thatſhe myght not ſuſteyne her. Whyles that Blan⸗ 
dymayn comkoꝛted the ſoꝛowfull lady/p Archebyſſhop 
drewe nere them / and knewe the fayze Bellyſlant / but 
ſhe knewe hym not a ferre bycaule that he was dyſgy-. 
ſed/but whan he appꝛoched ſhe knewe hym well ynou⸗ 
ghe. Alas ſayd the Blandymayn / J le nowe come tos 
warde vs the falſe Archebyſſhop that is cauſe of myn 
exyle. Alas I am to ſoze aferde that he do me not ſome 
vyllanye. Lady ſayd Blandymayn / haue of hym ney⸗ 
ther kere noꝛ doubte. Foz yt he come foꝛ to doo pou cuyl 
02 diſpleaſure I ſhal put my body foꝛ to defende yours 
vnto the dethe. At thele woꝛdes was arryued the arche 
bylſhop that lyght of his hoꝛs / and ſalued the lady in Þ 
belt maner that he myght and ſayd.Byght dere and ho 
noured lady⸗/yt ſo be that Emperour hathe dechaced 
vou/yt you wyll accepte me foz to be your loue/and ac⸗ 
complylche my deſyze-J ſhall do ſo moche to warde the 
Emperdur that he ſhall put you in your fyꝛſte eſtate 
be exalted moze hygher than euer you were / wherfoze 
_ auyſeyou-/foz I do ttfo2 your gretehonoure and pꝛou 
fyte.Haſayd the lady/dyſloyall and cruell aduerſaryof 
all honoure imperyall / ought well tohauecauſe to lo 
ue the / and holde the dere / whan that by thy kalle ma⸗ 
lyce thou haſte made the Emperour vnderſtonde that 
I haue mylerably boꝛne me towarde his mateſte-and 
made me be deiecte krom all honoure aud pꝛolperyte./ 8 


Thou halt put me i in the waye of extrempte and myle⸗ 
ve /and is the cauſer that J ſhal fynyſſhe my dayes in 
doloꝛous dyltrelle / foꝛ there is not a moꝛe dyſcomfoz⸗ 
ted lady in the wdzlde than J am. Lady leue ſuche woꝛ 
des /foz by me there can nothyng come to you but good 
Foz Jam puyſſaunt ynoughefv2 to chaunge your do⸗ 
toure and dyſcomfozte in to Jeve &fotace.:moze than 

euer you had. Jn ſayenge theſe wozdesheenclynedhÞ 
towarde thelady-and wende to haue k Ted her. But 
Blandymayn ſterte bytwene them and gaue the Arche 
byſſhop ſo grete a ſtroke that he felled hym vnto the er 
the / and bꝛãke twayne ol his tethe. TheArchebyſſhop 
gate hym vp and drewe his werde quyckly. And Blan 
dymayn toke a glayue that he had bzoughte with hym 
and aſlaylled hym ryght aſpꝛely/and the Archebiſſhop 
bym;. They fought ſoo longe that they were bothe ſoꝛe 
wounded. And as they were thus fyghtynge/there ar⸗ 
ryued on them a notable marchaunt / that aſcryed vn⸗ 
to them allo ferre as he myght le them laynge. Loꝛdes 
loꝛdes leue your debate /and tell me fro whens it pꝛoce 
deth/e I ſhall tell you who hathe ryght 02 \2onge. yz. 
ſayd Blãdymayn let vs fynyſ(he our enterpꝛyſe. Alas 
fayd the lady ſocoure vs/foz here is the fals pꝛeeſt that 
wyll take myn honour from me by fozce/whiche is the 
curſed Archebylſhop /that hathe ſepared me by trealõ 
from my loꝛde and hulbande the Emperoure. Whan Þ 
marchaunt vnderſtode her he had grete pyte on her /c 
ſayd to the Archebyſſhop. Sy2 leue your enterpꝛyle /e 
touche not thelady / fox and the Emperoure knewe of 
this dede/he wolde make you deye an cuyll bethebefoze: 
all the woꝛlde. Alſo ſoone as the Archebilſhoppe vnder 
ſtode the marchaunt ſpeke / he lekte the batayll quyckly 


and began foto fle thoꝛughe the wodde.Hewas ryght 
ſozowfull that he was knõwen / foꝛ hethoughte well to 
haue had his pleaſure of þ lady. But he enterpzyſed ſu⸗ 
che a thynge / wherby his treaſon. was knowen after⸗ 
warde / and dyſcloled as it ſhãllbe tecounted to you al⸗ 
terwarde. After the departynge of the Archebylſhop p 
lady abode in the wodde belyde the fountayne tryſte d 
ſozowfull, with Blaudymayne » was wounded. The 
marchaunt thet was abyden ſayd.Alas lady J lethat 
by the Archebtſſhop ye ore falſiꝝ betrayed/and haue bẽ 
expulſed from the Emprroure. Now god gyue me gra 
ce to lyue ſo longe that J maye accuſe hym ot this myl 
dede / and to purchaſe his dethe. Lady to god J com⸗ 
maunde vou the whiche gyue you pacyence & comkozte 
Soo the marchaunte toke his leue/2nd Blandymayn 
thankedhym many tymes. Then Biandymayn moun 
ted the lady vpon her hoꝛs / and after moũted vpon his 
owne / and wente vnto a lodgynge that was there be⸗ 
ſyde / where as they abode by the ſpace of. viij. days foꝛ 
to heleBlandymayn. han hehad reſted hym /d that 
he myghtryde they put them vpon the waye to warde 
Fraunce. And the ſozowfull lady complayned her by Þ 
waye and ſayd . Alas Blandymayn my frende / what 
may my bꝛoder #all the lozdes laye of my pyteous cas 
fe / whan they ſhall knowe that foz a vyllaynous dede 
Jam ſo ſhamefully deiecte from the Emperoure/and 
àsa comon woman banyſſhed the Empyze of Conſtã 
tynoble. Alas I am ryght certayne that my bꝛoder wyl 
byleue lyghtly that J ant culpable of the dede/r make 
me dye ſhametully / foz he is ryght fyerſe of courage /la 
dy ſayd blandymayn be of good chere / put your truſt 
in god. In ſpekynge thus Blandymayn that the lady 


